
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to students for their intense research and excellent writing!  More than 2,200 
9th – 12th grade students from public, private, parochial schools and home-schooling regions 
competed nationwide, with participation from American students as far away as Hong Kong, 
Poland and Sweden.  To ensure fair and anonymous judging, students’ names, schools, 
home localities and other identifying information did not appear on the essays.  Identified only 
by an identification number, student entries were judged strictly upon research, historical 
accuracy, knowledge and analysis of subject matter, supporting evidence, adherence to the 
topic, originality, and writing skills. 

 

 
Teacher Award 

FIRST FREEDOM TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 
MR. STEVEN PLAYER               

Richfield High School  
Richfield, Utah 

Bio 
 

Student Winners 
Click here for 2009/2010 Topic  

$3,000 FIRST-PLACE ESSAY AWARD 
JAY HYUN KIM 

Choate Rosemary Hall 
Wallingford, Connecticut 

TEACHER: Mr. Thomas White 
Essay 

 
$1,500 SECOND-PLACE ESSAY AWARD                        $750 THIRD-PLACE ESSAY AWARD 
             KAYLA GRIESEMER                                                        ERIC LAU      
                 Home Schooled                                                       Savannah Arts Academy 
              Ooltewah, Tennessee                                                       Savannah, Georgia                                                                              
      TEACHER: Ms. Jennifer Griesemer                                   TEACHER: Ms. Maryanne Stahl 
                            Essay                                                                                      Essay                               

______________________________________  
 

Honorable Mention 
 
               LAUREN CHAPMEN                                       MADELINE GRAYSON 
             Oakville Senior High School                                                  Chattahoochee High School 
                      St. Louis, Missouri                                                              Johns Creek, Georgia 
              TEACHER: Ms. Patricia Weiblen                                                              TEACHER: Mr. Daryl Moses 
 
                      WON IK LEE                                                     JOHN-EMMETT MAHON 
              Bergen County Academies                                         Siouxland Community Christian School 
                Hackensack, New Jersey                                                              Sioux City, Iowa 
               TEACHER: Mr. Bill Mendelsohn                                                TEACHER: Mr. James Lewis 
 
     SARAH MICHELLE McINTYRE                                     ERIN MICHELLE VIROSTEK 
 Stanton College Preparatory High School                                          Westminster High School 
                  Jacksonville, Florida                                                             Westminster, Maryland 
            TEACHER: Dr. Elizabeth Renfroe                                             TEACHER: Mr. Arthur Matthews 
        

OLIVIA ZHU 
The Harker School 
Saratoga, California 

TEACHER: Ms. Julie Wheeler 

http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/2010-Teacher.pdf
http://www.firstfreedom.org/education/studentcomp/topic-09-10.html
http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/2010-1st_Place_Essay.pdf
http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/2010-2nd_Place_Essay.pdf
http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/2010-3rd_Place_Essay.pdf

