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To ensure fair and anonymous judging, students’ names, schools, home localities and 
other identifying information do not appear on the essays.  Identified only by an 
identification number, student entries are judged strictly upon research, historical 
accuracy, knowledge and analysis of subject matter, supporting evidence, adherence 
to the topic, originality, and writing skills. 
 

 

 
FINAL-ROUND JUDGES 

Dr. Belinda C. Anderson  
Past President, Virginia Union University; Former Vice President for  

Academic Affairs, VUU; Former Director of Student Affairs and Academic Affairs Coordinator,  
State Council of Higher Education, Virginia; Former Dean, School of General and Continuing Education, 

Norfolk State University; Former Director, Academic Advising Services, Radford University 

Dr. Deborah M. DiCroce   
President, Tidewater Community College; Past Chair, Virginia Council of Presidents;  

Past Chair, Presidents Academy, American Association of Community Colleges;  
 Past President, Piedmont Virginia Community College 

Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. 
Partner, Hunton and Williams LLP; 

Past President, American Bar Association 

Professor Robert M. O’Neil 
Director, The Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free  

Expression; Former President and Professor of Law, University of Virginia;  
Former Board of Trustees Chair, Current Trustee, and Member National Program  
Advisory Board and Education and Programs Committee, First Freedom Center 

President Rodney K. Smith 
President, Southern Virginia University; Former Dean of Law, 

 Universities of Memphis, Arkansas at Little Rock, Montana and Capital    

Dr. Belle S. Wheelan 
President, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on  

Colleges; Former Commonwealth of Virginia Secretary of Education; Former  
President, Northern Virginia Community College and Central Virginia Community College 

 
SEMIFINAL-ROUND JUDGES 

Tommy P. Baer 
Attorney; Former President, B’nai B’rith International; National  

Program Advisory Board and Board of Trustees Honorary Chair, First Freedom Center 

Dr. Bert B. Beach 
Secretary General Emeritus, International Religious Liberty Association; 

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Ambassador Randolph M. Bell 
Former U.S. Ambassador; National Program Advisory Board and  
Education and Programs Committee Chair, First Freedom Center 
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Dr. Michael P. Farris 
Chancellor and Professor of Government, Patrick Henry College;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Dr. Thomas H. Graves 
Professor of Philosophy of Religion and President Emeritus, Baptist Theological 

 Seminary at Richmond; National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Dr. John Graz 
Secretary General, International Religious Liberty Association;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 
Susan Griffin 

Executive Director, National Council for the Social Studies;  
National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Dr. Charles Haynes      
Senior Scholar, Freedom Forum’s First Amendment Center;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Professor Ralph Ketcham  
Professor of Political Science, Syracuse University; 

 National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center        

Shabbir Mansuri 
Founding Director, Institute on Religion and Civic Values;  
National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Dr. Paul A. Marshall 
Senior Fellow, Hudson Institute's Center for Religious Freedom;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Professor R. Laurence Moore 
Newman Professor of History, Cornell University;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Professor Kent H. Richards 
Professor of Old Testament and Executive Director, Society of Biblical Literature, 

 The Luce Center, Emory University; National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center  

Professor Mark Silk 
Director, The Leonard E. Greenberg Center, Trinity College; 

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center  

Professor James H. Smylie 
American Religious History Professor Emeritus, Union Theological Seminary-PSCE;  

National Program Advisory Board and Education and Programs Committee, First Freedom Center 

Professor Stephen J. Stein 
Chancellor’s Professor Emeritus, Department of Religious Studies,  

Indiana University; National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Professor Winnifred F. Sullivan 
Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Law and Religion Program,  

The University at Buffalo Law School; National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Dr. John W. Turner 
Historian/Consultant; Former Program Manager and Religion Programs Specialist,  

The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation; Pastor of Gilboa Christian Church (DOC); National 
Program Advisory Board and Education and Programs Committee, First Freedom Center 
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Dr. Robert C. Vaughan III 
President, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Rev. J. Brent Walker 
Executive Director, Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty;  

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Professor John F. Wilson 
Collord Professor of Religion Emeritus and Former Dean of the Graduate  

School, Princeton University; National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

Admiral Paul A. Yost, Jr., USCG (Ret.) 
President, James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation; 

National Program Advisory Board, First Freedom Center 

 
FIRST-ROUND JUDGES 

Shirley Showers Belkowitz 
Director of Museums, Historic Hopewell Foundation, Inc 

Cynthia Roe Brown 
Director of Development, St. James Children’s Center 

Kaarin E. Brown 
Retired Middle-School U.S. History and English Teacher, California 

Janice Campbell 
Retired American History Teacher, New Jersey 

Kelly Carmichael  
Virginia We the People State Coordinator; Outreach Education  

Manager, Center for the Constitution at James Madison's Montpelier 

Sarah Mumford Cass 
Retired Social Studies Teacher, Pennsylvania, Maryland and New York  

Richard A. Cheatham 
Director, Living History Associates, Ltd.;  

Professional Speaker/Historian; Leadership Consultant/Writer 

Beth T. Coakley 
MPA Graduate Student, Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs,  

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Christian J. Cotz 
Manager of Student and Family Programs, 

James Madison’s Montpelier 

Rabbi Gary S. Creditor 
Rabbi, Temple Beth-El 

Miriam Davidow 
Specialist, School Community Partnerships, Richmond Public Schools 

Phyllis De Maurizi 
Owner, Rick’s Custom Frame & Gallery;  

Former Consultant, Public Relations 
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Conley L. Edwards III 
Retired State Archivist, Library of Virginia 

Tamra E. Elim-Durden, M.Ed. 
Educator and Advocate, A+ Tutoring & Consulting 

Janet Fuchs 
Retired High-School Honors English Teacher, Virginia 

Corinne Garland 
Principal, Nonprofit Solutions  

Lisa Groff 
Retired High-School American Government, Constitutional Law,  

World Cultures, Humanities and Performing Arts Teacher, Pennsylvania  

Nadja Gutowski 
Public Relations and Marketing Consultant;  

Doctoral Student, The College of William and Mary 

Loretta Hannum 
Retired Social-Studies Curriculum Coordinator, Virginia; 

Education and Programs Committee, First Freedom Center 

Carol Harris 
Manager of Historical Programs, Maymont  

Foundation; Former High-School English Teacher 

R. Spencer Hines, Jr. 
Sterling Business Credit Network; Trustee, First Freedom Center 

Cathy Bonneville Hix 
Resource Teacher for the Gifted, Virginia;  

National Trainer, Teacher's Curriculum Institute 

Peggy L. Hombs    
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia; Associate  

Dean Emeritus, Defense Acquisition University 

Professor David B. Howell, DPhil 
Associate Professor of Religion, Ferrum College 

Colonel Gordon M. Hunt 
Colonel-U.S. Army Retired; Retired Jamestown Settlement, 17th Century Guide 

Sid Johnson 
Retired English, Science and Study Skills Teacher,  

Arkansas; Former President, Arkansas Education Association 

Annette S. Kelley       
Provider Training Consultant, Virginia Department of Social Services 

Tristan Leavitt  
J.D. Candidate, Georgetown University Law Center;  

Former Religious Freedom Legislative Assistant for U.S. Representative William T. Sali 

Alberta Lindsey 
Freelance Writer; Retired Religion Writer, Richmond Times-Dispatch 

Professor Judy M. Little 
Associate Professor of Art, Virginia Union University 
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Dr. Miles McCrimmon 
Professor of English, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College 

Rev. James F. McDonald 
Retired General Minister, Virginia Council of Churches;  

Former Board of Trustees Chair and Current Trustee, First Freedom Center 

Denise McHugh 
Education Coordinator, Gunston Hall Plantation, Home of George Mason 

Jo Anne Meador-Wolfe 
Retired High-School AP U.S. History and Government  

Teacher and Social-Studies Chairperson, Virginia 

Dr. J. S. Moore    
Associate Professor of American History, Radford University 

Mark H. Mullin 
Retired Headmaster, St. Albans School,  

Washington, DC and Casady School, Oklahoma City 

William B. Obrochta 
Director of Education, Virginia Historical Society 

Paul A. Poulsen 
Client Partner/Area Director, FranklinCovey  

Allison F. Rollinson 
Annual Fund Manager, Richmond Symphony 

Linda H. Rowe 
Historian, The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Larry W. Sidwell 
Chair, First Freedom Productions; Author;  

Former Guide, Monticello, Home of Thomas Jefferson  

Rev. C. Douglas Smith 
Executive Director, Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy 

George Malcus Smith III 
Copywriter, Royall & Company; Freelance Copywriter and Writing Consultant;  

Former Fellow, University of Richmond Writing Center  
Dr. Ryan K. Smith 

Associate Professor of American History, Virginia Commonwealth University 

Dr. Warren A. Stewart 
President, AARP Virginia; Retired Virginia Superintendent of  

Schools; Education and Programs Committee, First Freedom Center 

Lora Swanson, MS 
Author; Retired First Grade and Elementary Computers Teacher, Iowa 

Dr. Beverly Thurston 
Coordinator for History, Social Sciences and 

 International Education, Virginia Department of Education 

Steven C. Van Voorhees    
Department of Defense Retired; Organization  

Development and Strategic Planning Consultant 
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Dr. William White          
The Theresa A. and Lawrence C. Salameno Director,  

Educational Program Development, The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Rev. Ken Willis 
Chaplain, Tyson Foods, Inc.; Pastor, Carriage Hill Chapel 

Bebe Winterberg, M.Ed.  
Retired English Teacher, Arizona  

Jonathan C. Zur 
President and CEO,  

The Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities 
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