
 
 

 
Congratulations to students for their intense research and excellent writing!  More than 2,500 
9th – 12th grade students from public, private, parochial schools and home-schooling regions 
competed nationwide.  To ensure fair and anonymous judging, students’ names, schools, 
home localities and other identifying information did not appear on the essays.  Identified only 
by an identification number, student entries were judged strictly upon research, historical 
accuracy, knowledge and analysis of subject matter, supporting evidence, adherence to the 
topic, originality, and writing skills. 

 

 
Teacher Award 

FIRST FREEDOM TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 
MR. JIM FURGESON 
McCallum High School 

Austin, Texas 
Bio 

 
Student Winners 

Click here for 2008/2009 Topic  

$3,000 FIRST-PLACE ESSAY AWARD 
IRTEZA BINTE-FARID 
Albemarle High School 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
TEACHER: Mr. Ted Thill 

Essay 
 
$1,500 SECOND-PLACE ESSAY AWARD                        $750 THIRD-PLACE ESSAY AWARD 
               ANNA ROBERTS                                                     HANNAH OWEN                                
                  Home Schooled                                                     Christian Heritage Academy 
            Walnut Shade, Missouri                                                      Del City, Oklahoma 
          TEACHER: Ms. Patty Roberts                                           TEACHER: Mr. Jerrid Eischen 
                                      Essay                                                                                       Essay 
  

_______________________________________  
 

Honorable Mention 
 

                ASHLEY ABRAHAM                                          Eric D. Antmann 
           Council Rock High School North                                               Cooper City High School 
                  Newtown, Pennsylvania                                                            Cooper City, Florida 
             TEACHER: Ms. Diana Morris-Bauer                                                       TEACHER: Dr. Martha Craine 

 
                  ELENA BOTELLA                                                  STEPHANIE BRENNAN 
                 Myers Park High School                                                       Beechwood High School 
                 Charlotte, North Carolina                                                          Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky 
                     TEACHER: Mr. Scott Abott                                                   TEACHER: Ms. Ruth Johnson 
 
           MEGAN MASCARENHAS                                            ALISON LEIGH MYGAS 
                  Florida Virtual School                                                         Kempsville High School 
                        Orlando, Florida                                                              Virginia Beach, Virginia 
                TEACHER: Ms. Susan Dupree                                                 TEACHER: Mr. Scott McGraw 
               

ROGER OU 
Duluth High School 

Duluth, Georgia 
TEACHER: Ms. Geri Flanary 

http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/07-08_Teacher.pdf
http://www.firstfreedom.org/education/studentcomp/topic-07-08.html
http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/07-08_1st_Place_Essay.pdf
http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/07-08_2nd_Place_Essay.pdf
http://action.firstfreedomcenter.com/documents/07-08_3rd_Place_Essay.pdf

